[Investigation of extracellular signal-regulated protein kinase and lymphnode metastasis in oral squamous cell carcinoma].
To study the relationship between the expression of extracellular signal-regulated protein kinase (ERK) and the differentiation degree and lymphnode metastasis in oral squamous cell carcinoma. Immunohistochemical staining was used in 41 cases of OSCC to investigate the expression of ERK protein. Student's t test were used for statistical analysis. A significant relationship was observed between the expression intensity of ERK protein and clinicopathological features of OSCC (P<0.01). A significant relationship was observed between the expression intensity of ERK protein and lymph node metastasis of OSCC(P<0.05). No correlation between the expression intensity of ERK protein and cell differentiation degree of OSCC (P>0.05) was found. Activation of ERK may play a strong role in the development of OSCC. Intensive expression of ERK protein may be an important presage marker in OSCC patients.